Oops! I forgot I needed to have a message out for Friday
until Sabrina text asking if I had sent it in. Especially, during
the self-isolation of COVID or the hustle of trying to keep a
business up and running, its easy to let things slip away or
get lost. This is not an excuse, but a result of the time. Let
us not fall into that trap and lose track of what we need to
do for ourselves and families, our community, and our
sisters and brothers of OES. Apathy probably is the worse
symptom of this pandemic.
When we shutdown, your Grand Officers encouraged you,
as chapters and individuals, to set up calling trees to stay
in touch with your sisters and brothers. Many chapters did
but, then let up. Now we Grand Officers are hearing from
members, especially those out of state, that they haven’t
heard from their chapters in months and want to know what
is going on. We elected officers have tried to keep you
informed as to the Grand Chapter through Zoom, the
website and facebook, but not everyone has excess or
uses the internet, so we must rely on you, the chapter
members and officers to keep your members informed.
We also asked you to keep up your charitable activities,
and some have, others started then backed off, others just
stopped everything. The excuse, we can’t meet to plan.
There is always the telephone call. If you hear of a need,
call your chapter officers and chapter members and start
the ball rolling to meet that need. If you need help from the
Grand Chapter, call any one of us anytime and we will help
you meet that need.
To this end, and until we can fully open the Most Worthy
Grand Matron, Marianne Shenefelt, has opened up that chapters in jurisdictions that are closed, may conduct
business via Zoom or other media. Her letter and restrictions are posted on facebook and the website and your
worthy matron and secretary have received e-mails with the instructions.
We are fixing to enter into the 6 th month of no ritualistic opening, WGM Pam and my worse fear is when we do
re-open, many of our members will fail to come back. This is another trap that apathy brings on. It’s easy to fall
out of the habit of going to meetings and all kinds of excuses can be thought up and all seem valid at the time.
We hope this does not happen and have encouraged our members to stay involved.
I write this, not to scold, but to warn you of the pitfalls and to, hopefully, inspire you. You are my cherished
Brothers and Sisters and only want the best for you and our chapters. I sincerely pray that you are in good health
and spirits and are ready to “Come Together” when we are finally able to open ritually. Practice your memory
work, read your red book so we feel confident in reopening. Also, look up and reread the passage in your Bible
concerning the lives of our five heroines and the lessons there portrayed.
Lastly, this is the 100 th anniversary of the Job’s Daughters. If you know a Job’s Daughter or a majority Job’s
Daughter, call them or her and congratulate them on 100 years. After all, this is a hard year to celebrate.
Finally as we would close lodge with a prayer, “Go in Peace and may the God of Love and Peace delight to dwell
with and Bless you.”
God Bless you all,
Don Sultemeier, Worthy Grand Patron

