The Eternal Flame

A message from my heart in reflection and
celebration of the 4th of July
Inside the soul of our country burns an eternal

flame. However, it is only truly an eternal flame as
long as, We the People, hold steadfast in our
values of patriotism—those values we embrace
as a fundamental part of Eastern Star and
Freemasonry. In a country so troubled today, I
encourage those who seem to find such unrest
and all others, those who are often silent, to step
not from the tried and true path that our
forefathers traveled with their wisdom and written
hand that founded our country. Though change is
needed, let us not forget the lessons learned by
those who have come before and let us tread
cautiously as well as with thoughtful purpose onto
any path of change.
...And what can we do as Eastern Star members?
Be it this time, that we unite in support of patriotism,
and show a rededication within to that eternal
flame burning in the colors of red, white and blue.
For today’s values and advancing perspectives,
affords us a broader view of our world and its
patrons. We can recognize it is a flame that burns with knowledge, graciousness and respect
for a nation, now wise and strong enough to center its realm in diversity, strengthened by
passion and fortified by truth, honor, courage, and perseverance. We can be a positive,
steadfast voice especially in the shroud of much negativity. We can gently remind those around
us of the meaning and value of patriotism, as we ourselves hesitate not to simply dismiss, but
instead to proudly fly the American colors over our doorsteps.
In the words spoken from my heart, patriotism rings true for us all, recognizing our blessing was
delivered to us in 1776. Sell us not out by division. Rather bind us by virtue. Strengthen us by
unity. Patriotism cannot be bought nor sold, earned nor given away. Rather it is demonstrated
through deeds, right living, and support of a civil society. I encourage us not to stand behind a
shroud of fear that we may offend. Let us not get lost this 4 th of July in what really is the
occasion. Let us reflect on the higher truths that abound as we say “God Bless America,” “In
God We Trust,” and “One Nation Under God.”
For we know, patriotism is holding one’s hand over one’s heart when the flag is marched by or
bowing one’s head when a fallen hero is brought home and loved ones say goodbye. Patriotism
is knowing it is not right to burn a flag, yours or anyone else’s, deface or destroy National

monuments, because there is deep seeded respect in knowing that before you and after you there
is a line that cannot and should not be broken nor crossed. It is a line that defines the very soul of
this country. It is that line, when drawn, clearly spells “Patriotism.” We have the strength to embrace
this and hold it dear, even when see and hear of others who do not.
So this 4 th of July, when you see that American flag, ask yourself if you were handed an envelope
with such a word written on it, “Patriotism,” what would you find within? Would you pull from its fold
a picture of Old Glory? Maybe you would find a card with the words righteousness, respect, honor,
justice, loyalty, and valor? Yet, then again, maybe you will see your envelop without any contents,
because you will know that it is not what you hold in your hands, but rather what you do with
your hands and what then you can give from your heart to your country that is called
patriotism.
My envelop will remind me of this. I will reflect that for its stamp, it has the seal of congress. On the
front of my envelop, it will boldly display, “In God We Trust.” …And within, it will be far from void of
contents. Because as an American, what I have been given is a part of the soul of our country. And
that soul is strengthened and made possible by many fine men and women in our OES ranks who
have served or who are serving our country, who defend the rights we hold so dear, from the front
lines of police to the front lines in our military and all those supportive team who makes service
possible, this 4 th of July I will reflect on my role. I realize that I have been given, as each of us
have, a responsibility to carry and defend its eternal flame that defines us--that line when formed
that spells, patriotism.

